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We have had a great first month of
school! | hope everyone has had a
great time so far and is excited about
all of the possibilities this new school
year brings! Our staff has worked very
hard to create a great learning environ-

ment for our students.

If you have not had the opportunity to
visit our campus to see all of the great
things that are happening at Mitchell,
please come for one of our upcoming
family events! From our September
book fair and our Fall cook out, to our
Family Literacy night, we have lots of
great activities and events taking place.
Come and bring your family! Please
watch our website, the PTA newsletter,
and your child’s Star folder for other
upcoming events!

On October 13th, at 1:30 p.m., we will
be celebrating a special event at
Mitchell. Partners in Education (PIE)
will be celebrating its 15t year anniver-
sary of service to the students and
families of GISD. Partners in Education
is a very important organization to our
community and to our school because
it provides support to our teachers and
students through mentoring, tutoring,
and innovative teaching grants through-
out the district. Mitchell Elementary
plays a special role in PIE’s significance
since Jim Mitchell was the initiator and
one of the founding members of Part-
ners in Ed. Mr. Mitchell also founded
(and funded) GISD’s Extended School
Enrichment Program through PIE. Part-
ners in Ed would like to honor Jim
Mitchell and the Mitchell family at a

Donation Drive Ends in Success!

The PTA's Donation Drive has come to an end, and we are
happy to report that even in a sagging economy Mitchell

which was the date of Jim Mitchell’s
birth. We will be honoring Mrs. Mitchell
and the Mitchell family at this celebra-
tion for their contributions to Partners in
Education, to the community, and to
Mitchell Elementary.

In October, a variety of other things will
be taking place as well. Some of our af-
ter school clubs and organizations will be
starting up, including UIL. We have lots
of after and during school activities for
your child. Our ultimate goal is to have
all kids participate in some type of or-
ganization or event at some point. We
will have everything from after school
sports clubs, to science clubs, golf, cook-
ing, and many more. Recently we sent
out a brochure with many of the clubs
and their descriptions as well as a sign
up form. If you missed this brochure,
please check with your child’s teacher.
GISD’s transportation department will be
helping us with transportation for stu-
dents who need a ride home after the
clubs and after tutoring. If your child
needs to access this service, please
check with the individual club sponsor,
or the person who is responsible for their
tutoring. We will be having lots of fun
events for red ribbon week as well! Also,
watch for details on our annual Veteran’s
Day ceremony coming up in early Novem-
ber.

We hope you've had a great first month
of school, and are looking forward to a
great October! Thank you to all of our
parents and to our outstanding PTA for
your support! Thank you to our students
and staff for all of your hard work!

Rob Dyer

Mavericks families were able to donate $6788! We also had

a number of employer matches that will go along way in buy-

ing more materials and sponsoring programs that support

the needs of our fast-growing student body. We hope that you will also support
Mitchell's other great fundraising opportunities throughout the year, so we can
keep Mitchell EXEMPLARY and the students can "Reach for the Stars"!

Thanks to Best Buy for their help with the laptop purchase and the Castro family
for donating the telescope for the Grand Prize drawings. All students that partici-
pated will receive recognition at the First 9 Weeks awards assembilies.
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Classroom Corner

PreK; We have enjoyed our first 5 weeks

&

&

\\\) at school learning about rules and safety at
A A school which included fire, tornado and
) stranger safety. We have learned to use
/DJ) our “magic words” such as please and

thank you and how to be nice to others

everywhere we go. Also as part of our
everyday activities we have been learning/reviewing how to
recognize our names, how to count up to ten, our basic colors
and shapes. In the next couple of weeks we will start our fall
activities and we will be learning about our body, our 5 senses
and about personal care.

Kinder: Kindergarten had an exciting September talking about
maps, our school, America and our bodies. Each class made
their own constitutions!! WE are gearing up for our fall of fun
including community helpers of Georgetown from the past into
the present, as well as our own Mitchell Pumpkin Patch. We
can't wait to see what new things we will get to learn!!

1st grade: During October, First Grade is going to be learning
all these exciting topics: Math: skip counting and money, addi-
tion and subtraction, sums to 10 addition and subtraction sto-
ries, Writing: writing three complete sentences; capitalize
names, the first letter of the first word in a sentence, and the
word |, Reading: main idea, making predictions, review charac-
ter, setting, problem and solution in plot analysis, Social Stud-
ies and Science: Weather and seasons, holidays (Columbus
Day) and their origins, and Balance and Motion

2nd grade: Last week, each student planted Brassica seeds
and is tracking the growth of the plant. The plants are growing
in the second grade hall under fluorescent lights. As the plants
grow we raise the lights. The plants are in trays of water and
are also being misted. They will be sent home with the students
in a couple of weeks.

3rd grade: We are learning to think logically-Math: by discover-
ing and formulating number sentences and fact families. Read-
ing: we are building fluency and strengthening our comprehen-
sion skills. Social Studies: we studied the Texas Constitution
and learned about communities. Science: Exploring the physi-
cal world of rocks, minerals, and fossils. Also, we are now start-
ing on Land Masses. We look forward to our field trip to the

Georgetown Square on Oct. 16th and to the start of rehearsals
for our 3rd grade Musical Production in November.

4th grade: Fourth grade has lots going on! We have started
Chapter 2 of Think Math. In this chapter, your child is review-
ing multiplication facts and developing division concepts by
using rectangular arrays of tiles or dots. In Reading, we are
learning about author's purpose for writing, and are also learn-
ing about main idea in a text. Social Studies is focusing on the
geography of Texas and our resources. We are learning about
how to classify living things, and animal and plant adaptations
in Science.

5th grade: Working on multiplication using area models and
cross number puzzles, Place value through 100 billion, Estima-
tion using rounding and compatible numbers, and Problem
solving, Investigating physical properties of matter, Using In-
quiry to learn about Mixtures and Solutions, Types of mixtures,
Solid and solids, Solid and liquid, Liquid and liquid, Liquid and
gas, Gas and gas, and Boiling and melting/freezing points of
water, C ass Novel: How to Steal a Dog (Morris) and Frindle
(Ritter) Main Idea, Details, Characterization, Summarization,
and Inferences , Subjects & Predicates, Conjunctions, Geogra-
phy of the United States, Latitude/Longitude, Landforms, Na-
tive Americans and Their Land, Origin Stories, Migration
Routes, Adaption to their Environments. We have received
several issues of the Time for Kids and the students are enjoy-
ing reading and discussing current events.

Art Class: Art Club will begin in October for 5th graders! Also,
our students will be busy creating masterpieces in art class
and at home for the annual PTA Reflections Program! Watch
for more information on these programs and keep your eyes
open for their artwork soon on display at Mitchell! A big thank
you goes out to those who saved items this summer for art
class! Another "green" list will be sent home soon.

Library: We have 2 authors coming!!!! Both are locally re-
nowned authors! On Wed. Oct. 21, Lucas Miller, aka "The
Singing Zoologist," will be entertaining students in 2nd-5th
grades. Lucas has authored 2 books in addition to several
CDs. All of his songs and books are about science, and since
he's a zoologist, he shares some great information with the
kids. On Thurs. Oct. 22, Keith Graves will be here for PK,
Kinder, and 1st grades. He is the author and illustrator of great
books such as Moo Who? and Loretta.

PTA is currently having its membership drive. Almost all of the Mitchell staff has joined and we would love for you

ito be a part of PTA

t oo.

We have over 650 studie

help us increase our membership. Parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles and even neighbors can be PTA members.
i Ask around, you will be surprised how willing people are to help support our students and our school.

Red Ribbon Week

October 26th - 30th

Monday: Put a “Cap” on Drugs! (Students wear interesting hats)

Tuesday: Give Drugs the Slip! (Students wear slippers)

THANK YOU

To everyone that attended our Sept. pizza
night at CiCi’'s. We made $154.20 in pro-
ceeds. Please join us Tues., Oct. 13th as
we try to beat that total. The school that
earns the most money each quarter will
receive a matching check from CiCi’s. Help
us double our money!!

Wednesday: TEAM Up Against Drugs! (Students wear team tshirts)

Thursday: Wear Red Day (Students wear red clothing)

Friday: Drugs are TRICKS not TREATS! (Students wear costumes)

There will also be a door decorating contest. The PE coaches will
provide “drug free” items to help the classrooms decorate their

To everyone that donated money in our
fund drive this year. We appreciate your
help and PTA will be meeting soon to de-
termine how these funds are to be allo-
cated.

doors! One class from each grade level will be chosen as the winners

with prizes provided! Winners will be announced Thursday.

All week, we will reinforce the theme: | “Can” Be Drug Free! Students
will be asked to bring a canned food for a food drive. Collection

To David Spielman and Tim Smith for vol-
unteering as WatchDOGS. We appreciate
your presence on campus and hope you
enjoyed your day.

boxes will be located at the front doors and at the bus arrival doors.

The coaches will also be including various drug prevention activities

in the PE/Health classes during the entire week.

To everyone that has joined PTA. Please
remember, anyone can join. Our school
and our PTA need your support.

nt

S
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GISD Board of Trustees and
School Board Meeting Information

REFLECTIONS

The theme for the 2009-2010 PTA Reflections

Program is “Beauty is...” Only new pieces of
artwork inspired by the theme may be submit-

dﬁeg'ation. The School Bo

A student may develop an entry in or outside of
school. The national PTA organization does not
limit the number of entries a student may sub-
mit.

Please consider attending a School Board meeting. Monthly
meetings are open to the public and are a great way to become
involved in your chil dds e
the third Monday of each month at the Central Admin Building
located at 603 Lakeway Drive. You are always invited to at-
tend and observe or you may address the board in person by
signing up prior to the start of each meeting.

The Georgetown Independent School District is led by a Board

Students may submit works in any of six arts
of Trustees elected by the community. The Board of Trustees y y

. . . . r .
governs the district by adopting policy and regulations. areas
You may also receive a School Board meeting agendas and A Dg nce choreo g raphy

. : . ) A Film production
minutes via email by contacting Carmen Domal at A )
domelc@georgetownisd.org with your name and email address. Lit ? rature ) )
A Musical composition

The Board of Trustees and their contact information are listed A Photography
below: A Visual arts

Sheila Carter, Place 1
Dr. Sally Peel, Place 2
Arthur Dela Cruz, Place 3

carters@georgetownisd.org
pells@georgetownisd.org
delacruza@georgetownisd.org

Each entry must be the original work of one
student only. An adult may not alter the creative
integrity of a student’s work. Because the pro-

Mark Bobinger, Place 4  bobingerm(@georgetownisd.org gram is designed to encourage and recognize
Mike Hewlett, Place 5 hewlettm@georgetownisd.org each student's individual creativity, help from
Greg Eady, Place 6 eadyg@georgetownisd.org an adult or collaboration with other students is
Bradley Smith, Place 7 smith@georgetownisd.org

not allowed. Use of copyrighted material (other
than recorded music in dance choreography
and film production entries) is prohibited.

GISD Superintendent:

Dr. Abbe Boring boringa@georgetownisd.org

Plagiarism is defined as taking and using an-
other person’s ideas, writings, or inventions as
one’s own. Plagiarized entries will be disquali-
fied and returned to the students.

To receive email updates regarding State and National educa-
tional policy, news and events visit www.txpta.org and click on
the email alerts tab.

Don't Spook Mother Nature

Halloween can be a lot of fun, but it's also a time when you can either trick - or treat -- Mother Nature. These
tips will help you treat the Earth right on this spooky night.

Dress down. Rather than buy a new costume you (or your child) will only wear once and throw away, make
one out of clothes and fabrics you already have. You can also get terrific "costumes" at thrift shops and yard
sales. Swap costumes with neighbors, friends or you can donate them to a daycare.

Bag it. Send your kids out to collect their candy with reusable buckets, canvas bags or pillowcases.
Redecorate. Keep Halloween decorations from year to year so you don't need to buy new ones each season.

Recycle. Once Halloween is over, recycle your pumpkins, the straw you used to build scarecrows and any
other organic material by composting it. The compost can be used as fertilizer for your garden.

Teach your children. Urge your children to dispose of their candy wrappers in their bags or in trash cans rather
than on the street.

Keep it simple. When you're buying treats to give out, choose items that come in a minimum amount of pack-
aging. Some skip the candy altogether in favor of usable treats like pencils, pens, funky erasers and even
nickels!

:;\ PTA movie night is BACK!! Join us Friday Oct. 16 at 7:00pm for BOLT, the story of
e super-dog BOLT (voice of JOHN TRAVOLTA): every day is filled with adventure,
WSS danger and intrigue, at least until the cameras stop ...

Admission is $1 per person. Drinks and popcorn will be provided free of charge.

ar d
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