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From the Principal......

Hello and Welcome Back!!!

| hope everyone had a wonderful holiday and | want to take this opportunity to wish you all a very
Happy New Year! We are excited to be back and to get back into the swing of things.

Lots of exciting things are happening at Mitchell (as always)! We had lots of great holiday events
and activities in December. From our Holiday Dinner, to Writing Lab, to Science Projects and Art
contests, to clubs and grade level musicals or performances, our students have lots of great op-
portunities to be involved in a variety of events and experiences. Our Holiday “Sing-a-long” was
a huge success! Our new music teacher, Mr. Poteet and our Choir Director, Lesa Gurley, and
our Specials Team did an awesome job orchestrating the event and our kids did an outstanding
job singing! UIL will be coming up later on in the month, and our choir is practicing for several
spring events. We have a number of field trips planned for the spring time. Awards assemblies
are the 19" and the 21! (please see times in the invite that was sent home or on the website).

TAKS will be coming up for the older grades later in the spring, so our students are preparing
diligently for that as well. Since it does assess the curriculum (the Teks) which is what we are
supposed to teach, TAKS assess how good a job we have done teaching, and how much our
students have learned. It is kind of like “game day” for our kids, and of course (being just a little
bit competitive) we want our kids to be prepared to win! However, we work really hard to mini-
mize the stress of the testing. We try to focus more on all of the other great things we do here at
Mitchell, and less on testing. We work hard to teach the curriculum from PK on up. Because our
younger grades have worked extremely hard to prepare kids, our older grades take the baton
from them and continue running the race, our parents and families are so supportive, and be-
cause our kids are dedicated and work really hard, they are ready! | am really proud of our
school and community.

We are constantly adding things to our school. You can see the progress on the new addition
(eight additional spaces for classrooms). You will soon be able to check out the new aquarium in
our library! We want to say thanks to the Lindert family for donating the aquarium, and to Mar-
sha and Brian Farney for researching and funding the inhabitants, plant life, and instructional
display surrounding the aquarium. Technical assistance is being provided by Justin Shea, Ma-
rine Aquarium Specialist of Zuerst Exclusive. We are excited that our kids are going to have the
opportunity to have a very realistic aquatic exhibit at our school.

We also want to thank our community partners. First Baptist Church of Georgetown provides
.things for our teachers, provides the Austin American Statesman for our campus, sponsors the
| B4ckpalk Buddy program along with other churches in Georgetown, and facilitates this process
for Mitchell. Coach Jonathan Holland of FBC has spearheaded efforts to assist our kids and
families in need and has implemented an after school program for the students who live at River-
side. Joe Cornejo of JC Productions donated his time and sound system as a DJ to several pro-
jects and events in the fall. Golf on the Square has donated items for the after school clubs, and
Bertlings ATA Martial Arts donates scholarships for kids to attend their classes, provides pro-
grams and will be offering classes at Mitchell in the spring. Minute Man Press has provided
signage. GISD’s Transportation Department is a huge partner because they figure out ways to
provide late buses to shuttle kids home after clubs and tutoring. These are just a few of the
many businesses and partners who provide support to Mitchell. THANK YOU!!!

Thank you to everyone for participating in our Fall after school clubs. Over 325 students partici-
pated in various clubs, including art, choir, football, soccer, golf, scrapbooking, and cooking just
to name a few. We want to thank our volunteers and club sponsors for helping with these clubs,
doing car duty, sponsoring events, and supervising. We couldn’t have done all of this without
you! We want to especially thank Lesa Gurley, our club coordinator, for putting together such a
great opportunity for our school. We will be doing tutoring for the next few months after school,
and then will continue with another round of clubs later in the spring.

Thank you to our PTA and volunteers as well for all of the other things you do for us. Our PTA
helped host our Thanksgiving and Holiday Dinner, and volunteers helped with classroom parties
and other festivities. We appreciate our parent community and our PTA support.

Welcome back, and Happy New Year!

Rob Dyer

The Mitchell PTA Nominating Committee would like to ask for your assistance in the :
: nomination process of the PTA board positions for 2010 - 2011. If you are interested :
: in serving on the committee or you know of someone who would be interested, please
: contact Veronica Zermeno via e-mail at

: volunteers@mitchellpta.com or call 512-630-5514.
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Kinder: In Kindergarten we Are Investigating..... My Surround-
ings—things that change but stay the same: day/night, seasons,
years, water/ice/gas etc. Then we will move into the land forms of
Georgetown, such as the river, the cave and the lake. This Investi-
gation is Science-based to a great degree and one that the kids
will enjoy!

PreK: We are excited about all the experi-
ments that we will have over the next cou-
ple of weeks as we learn about weather,
seasons and time changes. Storms, light-
ing, tornadoes, day and night, rainbows,
sleet, snow are some of the great things
we'll talk about, and we are going to have
a blast!

1st grade: Happy New Year! Welcome back to the second se-
mester of first grade. Time has just flown by and your children
have already learned so much. We will be studying about very
interesting topics.

Technology: create a graph, labeling, keyboarding practice.
Math: Doubling, halves and fractions, symmetry. Writing: Using
descriptive/adjectives, use dialogue, write facts Reading: Assess
progress, identify Cause and Effect, understand plot, compare
and contrast. Social Studies and Science: Rocks, Winter, Mar-
tin Luther King, Historical figures, Folktales. Spelling: Jan. 5:
fire, tire, life, wife, hide, side, put, off, first, beforeJan. 11: note,
vote, home, rope, hope, stone, or, too, how, our Jan. 19: cure,
pure, cube, tube, mute, use, asked, little, into, me Jan. 25: feed,
beef, keep, weed, deep, three, came, has, from, through

2nd grade: We are excited to begin 2010 and to have completed
our first semester of the school year. We will be conducting mid-
year reading fluency assessments. We encourage you to con-
tinue reading each day with your child at home, as this is a crucial
part of their success as a reader!

Later this month we will be reading biographies and using other
resources to gather information about famous Americans. Stu-
dents will research, learn to organize information and create a
timeline. Our Science studies will include a study of the sun and
the earth’s orbit around the sun. We will learn about the moon
and its different phases as it orbits the earth. In math we will be-
gin to work with 2-dimensional shapes, and continue to learn and
practice strategies for adding and subtracting larger numbers.

3rd grade: Happy 2010! The middle of the year testing is now
complete and notices will be going home soon. Please continue
reading to your child at home, 30 to 45 is recommended. This is a
key factor in their success as readers. We ask that you please
support your “mad scientist” by encouraging their curiosity in their
surrounding environment. The 100" day of school is fast ap-
proaching (Feb. 3"); please start thinking of your child’s collection
of 100 items. Remember these should be small items that fit in
their backpacks. We have been to the stars studying our solar
system and now look forward to learning about our past as we

Classroom Corner

explore the development and growth of our country, specifically
the role and contributions of immigrants.

4th Grade: In math the students have been introduced to frac-
tions and will continue to hit on this topic throughout Janu-
ary. Great job to all students for doing a fantastic job on the
Math Benchmark! In science, we are learning about ecosys-
tems, and how we can help our environment. We are learning
about the Republic of Texas in social studies. "Remember the
Alamo!" Keep up the good work!

5th Grade: Fifth graders are off to a great New Year! This is an
exciting semester for 5" graders as this is the last semester of
being in elementary school student. All students are working to
complete their science fair project which is due January 27".
The teachers and students can’t wait to see all the projects.
Judging takes place January 28" We are also looking forward
to our field trip in February 5" to the Austin Nature Center. More
information will be coming soon.

In science we are finish earth science and will begin Life Sci-
ence which is a study of plant and animals, life cycles, adapta-
tions, inherited and learned characteristics.

Students are learning more about decimals in math. They are
expected to know tenths, hundredths, and thousandths and will
be adding and subtracting decimals. Our next unit of study is
division so students need to practice those multiplication/
division facts!

In reading and language arts students are doing novel studies.
Mrs. Ritter’s class es are reading The Witch of Blackbird Pond
by Elizabeth George Speare, M
The Cay by Theodore Taylor; a
reading Surprises According to Humphrey by Bett G. Birney.

Art Class: Mitchell students are excitedly waiting to hear our
Reflections Winners announced at our upcoming awards cere-
mony! Let's celebrate their hard work and creativity!

Fifth Grader Olivia Nelson was chosen to go on to the Regional
Level with her Arbor Day Poster for the Texas Forest Service
Contest! Bravo!

Library: The library is kicking off the year with the "Six Flags
Read to Succeed" program! This is a great opportunity for the
students to earn a FREE ticket to Six Flags that they can use
this summer! All they have to do is read a total of 6 hours over
a 6 week period. Students will be receiving their reading logs
and program information during their library visit the week of
Jan. 18th. For those who participate, all forms are due by Fri.
Feb. 26th. Tickets arrive in May and will be given out at the end
of the year.

It's a NEW YEAR full of NEW BOOKS! 2010 has already been
an exciting year because the library has received several new
books!! We want lots of students and families to enjoy these
books so remember the rules of great book care.

Thank you Mitchell for a great year of participation in the Reflections program!

We had 327 students participate, with a total of 440 entries! We sent 84 of our entries on to be judged at the
Council/ Area level. 16d Ii ke to give my heartfel
han, for all of her assistance and support. | would also like to thank other staff members for their help, includ-
ing Mrs. Lesa Gurley, Lorraine Graves, Susan Zamarripa, and Georgiana Duke. | also want to thank Mitchell PTA
president Donna Jobe, and Reflections committee members Heather Castro, Sofia Hughes, and Shawna Wat-
kins for their hard work and assistance. Last but not least, a huge thank you to my judges from the Georgetown
Art Guild-Kathilee Holmans, Addie Busfield and Jane Paden. We could not provide our students the opportunity
to participate in this program without all of your help and support.

Thanks to Greg Rollo, Hugh
0‘. Taylor, Charles Williams, and
of® Geoff Oldoerp for being Watch-
* DOGS in the month of Decem-
ber. We appreciate your time on
campus and hope you enjoyed
®  your day!
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