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Easy ways to help the school... 

I am so excited to welcome all of you back to school, our new staff, our returning staff, new students and 

returning students. I am honored to be president again this year, and to be able to work with all of you. 

Please don’t be intimidated by PTA.  There are plenty of ways that you can be involved. You can even help 

from home, with very little effort.  We always need people to help sell ice cream on Fridays, make phone 

calls, set-up for events, provide food to different events or you can just join PTA and be a card-carrying 

member. If all you do is join, that in itself is a contribution to our efforts. However, if you do want to be more 

involved, we have several board positions still open.  We all bring different experiences and suggestions to 

the table.  Please feel  free to share yours with us.  We, as a PTA, even in our second year, are still very 

new. There is always room for improvement, and we welcome any suggestions. We will have a fund drive 

coming up soon.  The details will be sent home in the coming weeks.  We ask that each of you read over the 

material, and help make this year with Mitchell PTA a success. Even though our school is a year old, there 

are several things that are still needed.  That is why we are here, to improve our children’s school life. I look 

forward to meeting each of you, and your children.  I hope that you choose to be a part of your child’s school 

life, and join PTA today! 
An investment in 

knowledge always 

pays the best  

interest.   

~Benjamin Franklin 

Upcoming  Events: 

Tu 09/01 PTA Volunteer  

Orientation  

5:30-6:30 English 

6:30-7:30 Spanish 

Mo 9/07 NO SCHOOL 

Tu 9/08 CiCi’s Pizza Night 

3:00pm - 9:00pm 

Th 9/10 Open House and  

Math Night 6 -7pm 

WatchD.O.G.S. 

Pizza Night 7-8pm 

9/11-9/18 Donation Drive 

Fr 9/28 Fall Book Fair  

Begins 

2009-2010 Mitchell PTA Board 

President: Donna Jobe 

president@mitchellpta.com 

512-609-9510 

Vice President: Heather Morse 

vicepresident@mitchellpta.com 

512-773-9431 

Fundraising: Heather Castro 

fundraising@mitchellpta.com 

Hospitality: Kara Temprovich 

hospitality@mithcellpta.com 

Secretary: Andrea Perkins 

secretary@mitchellpta.com 

 

Reflections: Becky Hesson-Smith 

reflections@mitchellpta.com 

Treasurer: Shawna Watkins 

treasurer@mitchellpta.com 

Volunteers: Verónica Zermeño 

and Tori Russell 

volunteers@mitchellpta.com 

Parliamentarian: Cynthia Brown 

parliamentaran@mitchellpta.com 

Environmental: Karin Contreras 

environmental@mitchellpta.com 

Membership: Suzanne Rollo 

membership@mitchellpta.com 

WatchDOGS: Philip Gutierrez 

watchdogs@mitchellpta.com 

Communications: Heather Morse 

communications@mitchellpta.com 

Council Delegate: Andrea Lambert 

Take Charge of Education 

Visit http://target.com/tcoe  

or call 1-800-316-6142 to 

designate our school for  

your Target Card. 

My Coke Rewards  

You can support our 

school by signing up for 

My Coke Rewards® and 

donating the points to 

our school.  

Office Depot 

When you buy qualifying 

supplies at Office Depot 

you can designate Mitchell 

Elementary to receive 5% 

of your purchase.  

TerraCycle runs a free collection 

program (called Pouch Brigades) 

that nets 2 cents for each pouch that 

is returned to them.   

Visit http://www.terracycle.net/ for 

more information and send us your 

pouches today. 

Clip and collect Box Tops from 

hundreds of participating brands 

and send them in to school. For 

more details, and other ways to 

earn money for our school, you can 

go to the website at 

www.boxtops4education.com.  

Keep up-to-date with Jim 

Mitchell PTA: 

http://mitchellpta.com/ 

or find us on Facebook. 

Notice - Nestle has discontinued their label collection program, Go Play!. Please do 

not send these labels to school. Remember, keep recycling to help our environment.  

 

http://target.com/tcoe
http://www.terracycle.net/
http://www.boxtops4education.com
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Jim Mitchell PTA Membership Form 
Please return this form and $5.00 membership dues to your teacher.  

Please make checks  payable to:  Mitchell PTA. 

 
Member Name:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip Code: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Phone #: ______________________________ E-Mail: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Students’ Name(s) and Teacher (s) (2009-2010): __________________________________________________________________________ 

      

  ___________  I would like to receive Mitchell E-news. Please add my email to the distribution list. 

 

Check the one that best applies:  ______Parent/Guardian ______Faculty/Staff ______Community Member 

The #1 reason to join your PTA is to support your school and your student. This PTA is dedicated to making your school the best 

environment for educating your students that it can be. By joining, you are supporting all our great work. 

Studies show that involved parents tend to have safer and higher achieving students. Being a PTA member is one way to be an 

involved parent. You’ll also be given more opportunities for involvement throughout the year. 

The following companies make additional benefits available to PTA members: 

Aflac’s Accident Insurance policy is made available to members at a competitive rate. 

SHARP Electronics Home electronics products are offered at special PTA member pricing, guaranteeing you the lowest pos-

sible price.  

TMobile: Texas PTA members receive a 14% monthly discount on rate plans and special discounts and promotions on 

phones. Rate plan discounts are for both new and existing customers/members. 

Southwest: 5% off when booked online 

5% off at BarnesandNoble.com when using the PTA portal.  

LaQuinta Inns & Suites: PTA members get the “state-rate,” $85 or less in Texas, complimentary upgrades to king beds and 

multiple occupancy rooms, and a minimum 15% off outside Texas.  

Nationwide: Member-only rates on auto insurance. 

Enterprise Rent-A-Car is pleased to extend a discount of 5% to 10% to all Texas PTA members on all rentals across the na-

tion. 

Six Flags, Sea World, Schiltterbahn: 15% off most tickets when purchased via www.txpta.org 

DELL: Purchase monthly specials at a members-only price, or customize a system and save 7% on top of advertised prices.  

Parents need to be aware of recent new laws that go into effect September 1 regarding driving and child passenger safety:  

HB 339 prohibits teens under 18 from texting or talking on a cell phone while driving.  

HB 537 requires that everyone in the car, regardless of age and regardless of where they are sitting, needs to wear a seatbelt.  

HB 61 requires that all children younger than 8 years and less than four feet nine inches tall be in a child safety seat system. 

 

Teen Drivers Traffic accidents are the leading cause of death for teenagers in America. Inexperience, driving while distracted by cell 

phone use and other teen passengers, and failure to wear seatbelts are all contributing factors. Parents can help their teens become 

safer drivers by taking an active role. Supervise practice driving and be a good role model by practicing safe driving yourself. Remind 

teens of the new laws regarding cell phone use and texting while driving. Remind them that they and all passengers are required to 

wear seatbelts. 

 

Booster Seats Car crashes remain the number one killer of children ages 2-14 in the United States. The Safekids Buckle Up  

Campaign recommends the following safety tips:  

Use a booster seat correctly in a back seat every time your child rides in a car.  

Use a booster seat until your child weighs between 80 and 100 pounds, and is about 4 feet, 9 inches tall. For most  

children, that will be between ages 8 and 12.  

Tell all drivers who transport your child that booster seat use is a must when your child is in their vehicle.  

Booster seats are not installed the same way car seats are. They sit on the vehicle seat and are used to properly  

position the adult safety belt for an older child. Always use a lap and shoulder belt with a booster seat.  

Never place the shoulder belt under the child’s arm or behind the child’s back.  

Be sure all occupants wear safety belts correctly every time. Children learn from adult role models.  

 

Educational materials and information about how to obtain child safety seats can be found at:  

Texas Department of State Health Services Safe Riders Home www.dshs.state.tx.us/saferiders/default.shtm  

Safekids www.usa.safekids.org or Seatcheck www.seatcheck.org 

 

Safe Riders, part of the Texas Department of State Health Services, offers a child seat distribution and education program. Safe Rid-

ers partners with local community groups, who educate families regarding child passenger safety and distribute child safety seats to 

eligible families in accordance with the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS) guidelines. Eligibility requirements, educa-

tional videos and promotional flyers in English and Spanish are available at www.dshs.state.tx.us/saferiders/default.shtm.  

 

For more information on Texas PTA’s legislative priorities, please visit www.txpta.org/legislative 


